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NEXT MEETING THE BLOCKHOUSE BAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEXT MEETING IS ON WEDNESDAY

1st FEBRUARY AT 1 P.M. IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE.

SPEAKER JOHNNY GREEN — MY STORY is the title of the book published by the ACC and in the libraries now.
We are delighted that local personality JOHNNY GREEN is coming to entertain us with stories about his many
adventures, in his very interesting and long life. Of course, you will already know Johnny as the “egg cup man”
but he is also a passionate collector of many and varied objects. So come along for a fun afternoon, bring a

friend with you.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Happy New Year!

| hope everyone enjoyed a fabulous Christmas
together with family and friends. It was lovely to see
many of you at our photo exhibition at Armanasco
House during the village Christmas Festival. There

was great interest from local families and visitors alike,

with quite a few filling out our new questionnaire. The
common answers to our question: ‘What do you love
about Blockhouse Bay?’ were: ‘I love the community
feel’, ‘Good family vibes’, ‘The very close, tight-knit
community feeling and watching generations grow up
together.” and my favourite: ‘Smiling people’.

It was wonderful to hear young families expressing
the same feelings now about this community that
have been a common thread throughout its history.
A number of them answered ‘yes’ to our request for
them to share their personal stories and photos of
the Bay to preserve for future generations. We look
forward to following up on these over the course of
this year.

All our visitors that day, entered Armanasco House

up a newly completed set of stairs to the veranda.
This was made possible thanks to a generous
donation from one of our wonderful benefactors,
whose ongoing interest and encouragement is greatly
appreciated! Due to manufacturing delays, the stairs
arrived at the eleventh hour and were only in place for
the Christmas Festival thanks to the amazing efforts of
our master craftsmen and all round good blokes: Brian
Goodwin, Tony Joyce and Terry Thurtell, who expertly
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dismantled the old ones, prepared new footings and
installed and painted the new stair and balustrade in
the nick of time.

This was our way of thanking the Blockhouse Bay
Community Centre for kindly allowing our ongoing use
of the house.

Last year we were very pleased to welcome a humber
of new members. One of them from the other side

of the world. Mary Marshall’s brother David Marshall
emailed us from his home in the south of France. He
and Mary grew up in the Bay from the early 1950’s.
David shared with us his fond memories of working

at their parents Milk Bar and going to the Kosy every
Saturday: ‘I always had to leave the theatre early before
half time (so never got to see the end of the weekly
serial) to rush across to the milk bar to serve the film
goers with their ice creams and stuff. Then | would rush
back to the theatre just after half time. | always used to
miss the start of the main movie as well!
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When the movie “The Bridge on the River Kwai”

came out (1957), it was scheduled to be shown at

the Kosy. The manager at the time decided to hold a
competition to make model Bridges on the River Kwai,
using matchsticks. | spent weeks making mine that
was as close to the original as possible, and won the
competition. | think the first prize was £5! | kept the
model for ages at home until it finally fell to bits.’

It is always exciting to discover the interesting
associations each person has with the Bay and the
stories they have to tell. Sharing and recording these
personal memories, along with photos where possible,
opens a vivid window into our past with voices that will
echo down to future generations. Thank you David,
and to everyone who has taken the time to share
these gems with us!

Just last week, we received an email from our fellow
member: Alan R Dudley, who has kindly offered to
entrust to our safekeeping his Blockhouse Bay Cricket

From 3rd Man to Long Gone

As an adolescent growing up in Blockhouse Bay,

with the exception of Lynndale Running Club there
were very few sporting facilities available at the time.
Construction on Rathlin St Reserve began a few years
after we relocated there in 1954. By the late 50’s we
were on site at the construction of this reserve where
contractors employed us to do odd jobs around the
place like boil the Billy, wash up and run messages.

A few years down the track the Bay had become news
worthy with the success of the Bay’s soccer team,
winners of the Chatham Cup in 1970. The Exminster
Street rugby league team by then had a home ground.
The bowling green today is where the old homestead
was located. Exminster St then became home base for
the Blockhouse Bay Cricket Club, and soon after new
recruits were sought to inject fresh blood. After making
contact with Mr Kerry Lay, a senior player/member, we
soon found ourselves in the Rathlin Street practice nets;
and when other local lads arrived on the scene a junior
team was officially formed.

Our greatest achievement was to beat 3 time
champions ‘Rutherford High’ at Seymour Park in Royal
Oak and again on their own turf in Te Atatu. We had

at that time great leadership and quality batting in my
brother Desmond R. Dudley (Captain) and Lynfield
College RSM. Also, Alan Panther (Vice Captain) batting
maestro from Kinross St.

Club ‘Coaches Cup’ trophy. He was the first and only
holder of the BBCC Coaches Cup for the ‘Best Bowling
Average’ awarded first in 1959-60 and 1960-1961 at
Blockhouse Bay’s St Saviours Hall Heaphy St.

Alan has also provided a written account of the club
and the wider context of sport in the Bay entitled:
‘From Third Man to Long Gone’, which you can read
below.

‘Footnote from Alan:

SNLCC (New Lynn) are keen to have this trophy being
part of their history. But as a Bay boy | feel that’s
where it should remain. Therefore if BHB Historical
Society are willing to accept this trophy for display
with other cricket memorabilia | would be only more
than happy to drop by and leave it in their care.’

We have of course gladly accepted his very kind offer.
Cheers

Krystene

Lack of membership eventually forced the Bay to
amalgamate with New Lynn in 1973 and today they are
called ‘Suburbs New Lynn Cricket Club’ (SNLCC). | was
the first and only holder of the BBCC Coaches Cup for
the ‘Best Bowling Average’; awarded first in 1959-60
and 1960-1961 at Blockhouse Bay’s St Saviours Hall in
Heaphy St. | also happily received two trophy’s for two
Hatricks.

Some of the other junior members...
Peter Calteau from Connell St,

Roy Gray, Exminister St,

Graham Honey, Donovan St,

Barry Bainbridge, Taylor St,

Brian Barnfield, Taylor St,

Toro Paniora, Kinross St,

Wayne Raphael, Mitchell St,

Mervyn Godfrey, Barton St,

Chris Oldfield, Glenavon,

Des and myself, Blockhouse Bay Rd.

Alan R Dudley




