
NEXT OPPORTUNITY TO GET TOGETHER
In lieu of our usual bi-monthly meeting, we would like to cordially invite you all to join us at ARMANASCO 
HOUSE where the society will be proudly showing our largest ever photo exhibition entitled: ‘Weddings & 
the Ever Afters’ as part of the Auckland Heritage Festival.

As this is happening over the school holidays, children and grandchildren are welcome too. They will have 
the opportunity to discover stories about the Bay and learn how to make their own origami hearts to take 
home with them.

Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to celebrate the history of love in the Bay. Please refer to the enclosed 
Heritage festival poster for dates and times.
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Weddings & the Ever Afters – Photo Exhibition
Date: Tuesday 26 Sep & 3 Oct 10am – 2pm

Wednesday 27 Sep & 4 Oct 10am – 5pm
Location: Armanasco House on the Village Green

576 Blockhouse Bay Road, Blockhouse Bay
Entry: FREE Children’s Activity: Origami heart making

https://blockhousebayhistoricalsociety.com/
In collaboration with the Blockhouse Bay Library, the Blockhouse Bay 

Historical Society presents a dual exhibition of wedding images, stories 
and memorabilia through time. Both venues are located in the Gittos Domain 
and we encourage everyone to view these complimentary exhibitions in tandem. 

There will be a wide variety of images across differing eras, many sourced
from our local community as well as our extensive archives.

Together, we celebrate the history of love in the Bay.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
While we have been receiving photos celebrating 

love from many in the community and searching 

through our archives, it has impressed upon me 

the type of memories that remain with us long 

after others have faded. Memories of kindness, 

love and friendship.

The teacher who encouraged and believed in 

you, a grandparent who had all the time in the 

world for you, a friend who stood by you when 

things were tough, that special someone who 

loved you - warts and all - and brought out the 

best in you.

These are the memories we cherish, the 

memories worth holding on to, the ones that 

inspire us to do the same for those around us! 

So that one day, when the next generation of 

Blockhouse Bay look back on this time, we 

hope it will be fi lled with memories of kindness, 

love & friendship - the backbone of a wonderful 

community that makes it an awesome place to 

call home!

Krystene
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Wedding of Wilson (Bill) & Myrtle Frazer
27 June 1942
WWII Wedding in the Bay – by Mavis Jones

The wedding took place at St. Saviours Church on 

Saturday 27 June 1942, of Myrtle Jones, eldest daughter 

of Percy and Mona Jones of Whitney St and Wilson Frazer 

son of Jim Frazer – late of Margate Rd, by the Rev. John 

H. Cable. Both the groom, Wilson, and the groom’s father, 

Jim, wore Army uniform. Jim was on temporary staff , 

Camoufl age Department, NZ Army and Wilson was in 

Army camp at Paihia, Northland.

The little church was full with families of the bride and 

groom. After the service, they went into Queen Street to 

the Majestic Arcade, where at the Majestic Tea Rooms 

we had a small family wedding breakfast. After that we all 

came back to the Bay, where we had a ‘social’ at 8pm at 

the Improvement Hall for all our local friends. Myrtle and 

Frazer had fi rst met at a dance there.

Myrtle was 21 and Wilson aged 20 (nearly 21) on 

their wedding day. Sister Betty and brother Bill Jones 

were bridesmaid and best man. Wilson’s stepmother, 

Mrs Frazer, made the frocks. The bride’s frock had a 

lace yoke. Clothes rationing was in force at the time. 

The photographs were taken by Peter Pan Studios, 

Karangahape Road.

Weddings and 
A sneak peek at a tiny part of what’s in store for you…

Bill & Myrtle pictured on their wedding day outside the old St Saviours Church, Blockhouse Bay. 
Their best man and bridesmaid directly behind them.



the Ever Afters

One humourous aside, the local lady ‘busybodies’ loved 

to gossip and were quite positive that because Myrtle 

got married with rather short notice, that they ‘had’ to 

get married (ie the bride was pregnant). It was with great 

satisfaction they proved the ladies wrong, as their fi rst 

child was born 2 years after their marriage!!

Before Rev Cable would marry Myrtle, he insisted she be 

christened into the Anglican Church. Myrtle had moved 

with her family to the Bay from the West Coast, where her 

father was a miner, when she was 14 years old. She and 

Wilson had been engaged for 12 months when it was time 

to plan her 21st party. She decided to have a wedding 

instead and so she sent out invitations to her wedding 

instead of a 21st party. She had to write to Wilson, who 

was in camp, to tell him what she had done! She was 

the only daughter out of six daughters whom her father 

agreed to ‘give away’ at their wedding.

Myrtle was manpowered to work at Brigden’s Factory in 

New North Road, working as a shoe machinist and making 

Air Force boots. In 1944 after Wilson had changed from 

the Army into the Air Force, he was stationed at Rongotai, 

Wellington. As Myrtle wished to join him, she was then 

manpowered into work at Wellington Slippers sewing on 

soles.



Victor married Edith O’Brien, a near neighbour and friend in 

1950. The kitchen and bathroom we see at the rear of the 

house today now known as Armanasco House, is what he 

built for his new bride. The bay window into the main room we 

think was added at this time too, as this wall faced north on 

their original section and would have captured all day sunlight.

Victor and Edith lived in the original home right up until his 

death in 1987. So even though they married later in life, they 

enjoyed 37 years together. The two of them cultivated a 

beautiful garden, seen here in this photo taken by Victor using 

a piece of string to operate the camera – possibly the world’s 

very fi rst selfi e? He was remembered mostly for his quiet, 

unassuming manner, as well as his meticulous excellence in 

his chosen fi eld of carpentry and cabinet making. More than 

half his life was devoted to building Catholic churches, schools 

and convents throughout Auckland. He was responsible for 

the planning and construction of major building projects in 

Owairaka, Avondale, Blockhouse Bay, Glen Innes, 

Mt Wellington, Onehunga, Panmure and other parishes. 

A dedicated builder, he put all his skill and craftsmanship 

into his work, directing and inspiring others with his own 

enthusiasm.

Edith (Edy) and Victor (Vic) 

pictured leaving 

St Dominic’s Church 

on their wedding day.

Edith (Edy) and Victor (Vic) pictured in their beautiful garden. You may 

recognise the Blockhouse Bay Medical Centre behind them. This 

shows the original location of their home, across the road from our 

current Community Centre.

Wedding of Victor Armanasco
& Edith O’Brien


